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As of early April, the Nicaraguan contras had displaced roughly 12,000 Hondurans from their homes
and farms located in areas occupied by the contras near the Honduran border with Nicaragua.
An unknown number of Hondurans have been killed and injured by contra mines. Honduras has
lost at least $20 million in coffee revenues, result of the contra presence. Thousands of Nicaraguan
refugees fled to Honduras, result of the war inside their country, and for political reasons. Honduras
described as the second or third poorest nation in the hemisphere, depending upon the source
can ill afford to support thousands of refugees. The arrival of 3,000 additional US troops in March
exacerbated popular discontent. Graffiti in Tegucigalpa calls for an end to both the US and contra
presence. An example of graffiti is, "Yankees and contra assassins out!" Hondurans and foreign
observers note that even the country's conservative newspapers are calling on the government to
see to the contras' permanent departure. In February, the Honduran National Congress requested
that the US Congress approve funding for the relocation of the contras to the US. Congressperson
Nicolas Cruz Torres reintroduced a 1986 motion calling for the contras' expulsion, amending
the earlier motion by requesting that the contras be relocated in the US. In March, a Honduran
aircraft downed a contra resupply plane, and Honduran troops clashed with contras returning
from a raid in Nicaragua. In an apparent attempt to reduce dependency on the US, Tegucigalpa
has promoted a variety of efforts to diversify trade relations. Recently, the government completed
trade agreements with the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia. Discussions on trade relations in early
April were underway with the People's Republic of China. (Basic data from The Guardian, 04/06/88,
summarized by the Central America Resource Center, Minneapolis, Minn.)
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